Otherwise, although the ring may be sensibly widened, the hernia still remains hooked within the notched edge. 12. In some cases strangulation of hernia is due to a pure circular constriction. 13. In the great majority of cases, however, the strangulation arises from the action of the sharp edge of the ring upon the hernia. This is shown by (1) the reducibility of certain strangulated hernias by debridement external to the sac; (2), by the existence of strangulated hernias without sac, and certain forms of internal strangulation ; (3), by the permeability at some point of the neck of the sac prior to debridement ; and (4), the localization of the impression produced by the constriction. 
